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SUBJECT: BY-ELECTION: MANCHESTER EXCHANGE 

1. LIBERALS ARE HOPING TO SCORE ANOTHER UPSET VICTORY 
AT A PARLIAMENTARY BY ELECTION - THIS TIME IN THE 
EXCHANGE DISTRICT OF MANCHESTER JUNE 28. LABOR HAS 
HELD THE SEAT SINCE 1945 AND AT THE LAST GENERAL 
ELECTION - WHICH THE LIBERALS DID NOT CONTEST - 
TOOK 69 PERCENT OF THE VOTE. JOHN SPILLER, WHO 
ORGANIZED CYRIL SMITH' S SUCCESSFUL CAMPAIGN IN 
ROCHDALE LAST OCTOBER, AND TREVOR JONES, WHO MASTER- 
MINDED GRAHAM TOPE' S SPECTACULAR VICTORY IN SUTTON 
AND CHEAM IN DECEMBER, ARE BOTH HARD AT WORK IN 
MANCHESTER EXCHANGE. THEY REGARD THE AREA - WHICH 
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HAS WITNESSED MASSIVE SLUM CLEARANCE PROGRAMS AND A 
STEADY DECLINE IN POPULATION OVER THE PAST FIFTEEN 
YEARS - AS PARTICULARLY FERTILE GROUND FOR THEIR VOTE- 
WINNING STRATEGY OF " COMMUNITY POLITICS." 

2. THE LIBERAL CANDIDATE IS MICHAEL STEED, A WELL- 
KNOWN LECTURER IN POLITICS AT MANCHESTER UNIVERSITY. 

HIS LABOR OPPONENT IS ALDERMAN FRANK HATTON, WHO 
UNSUCCESSFULLY CONTESTED A NEIGHBORING CONSTITUENCY 
AT THE GENERAL ELECTION. THE CONSERVATIVES, WHO 
POLLED 28 PERCENT OF THE VOTE IN 1970, HAVE PUT UP 

BILL LOFTUS, A CITY ACCOUNTANT, BUT ARE NOT FIGHTING 
TOO HARD. SEEING THEMSELVES LIKELY TO FINISH THIRD, 

THEY WOULD OBVIOUSLY DRAW SOME CONSOLATION FROM 
LABOR’ S EMBARRASSMENT SHOULD THE LIBERALS WIN. A 
FOURTH CANDIDATE HAS BEEN PROVIDED BY THE SPLINTER 
COMMUNIST PARTY ( MARXIST- LENINIST). 

3. COMMENT: THERE HAVE BEEN FIVE PARLIAMENTARY BY- 
ELECTIONS SINCE TOPE TOOK SUTTON AND CHEAM, AND THE 
LIBERALS HAVE CONTESTED ONLY TWO OF THEM - BOTH UN- 
SUCCESSFULLY. THEY ARE IN NEED OF A FILLIP TO SUSTAIN 
THE POPULAR IMAGE THAT A LIBERAL REVIVAL IS UNDERWAY. 

BY THE SAME TOKEN, LABOR IS DETERMINED TO SPIKE SUCH A 
REVIVAL AND HAS PAID PARTICULAR ATTENTION TO COUNTER- 
ACTING THE VAUNTED " COMMUNITY POLITICS." SUFFERING AS 
IT IS FROM THE STRAINS OF CONSTANT BICKERING WITHIN 

ITS RANKS, THE LABOR PARTY NEEDS A VICTORY IN 
MANCHESTER EXCHANGE, IF ONLY TO AVOID FURTHER DEMORALI- 
ZATION. 
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